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Well folks, in case you are 
wondering what happened to Iraqi
Information Minister, Muhammed 
Saeed al-Sahaf, he may have been
spotted at the editorial desk of The 
Boston Globe. In this editor’s 
opinion, there can be no other logical 
reason for the bizarre editorial 
published by that paper on April 18.  

 
This editorial linked Temporary Flight 
Restrictions (TFR), the destruction of 
Meigs Field, and the 9/11 attacks to 
the “threat” posed general aviation 
airplanes.  

This was in spite of the lifting of 
these restrictions and Mayor Daley’s 
own admission that the Meigs 
closing was only to secure the land 
for his park. 

The editorial (http://www.boston.com 
goes on to fret about the proximity of 
Boston Logan airport (BOS) to the 
city. “Logan, which has general 
aviation traffic, is close to downtown. 
At some point the Transportation 
Security Administration might decide 
that this is an unacceptable risk and 
banish the small planes. In the 
meantime, Massport has subjected 
their passengers and crews to the 
same screening as their commercial 
airline counterparts -- a sensible 
policy.” 

Like Sahaf, whose denial of reality is 
now legendary, Boston has some very 
sensible ideas, too, it’s called “The Big 
Dig.” We would ask  the TSA what a 
Ryder truck full of diesel fuel and 
ammonium nitrate would do under 
Boston? 

EAA is urging all pilots to write 
(letter@globe.com) and help Boston 
back to reality.  

Perhaps they need to be reminded 
that millions and millions of dollars 
have passed through Boston for 
aviation research. Maybe the Globe 
has not heard of M.I.T. Lincoln Labs? 

The editorial closes this way, . . . “The 
Department of Homeland Security and 
the TSA should take a page from 
Mayor Daley and, without using 
bulldozers, explore ways to reduce the 
threat to this country's population 
centers and national monuments 
posed by small private aircraft.”   

General Aviation pilots should heed 
this call, and stay as far away from 
Boston as possible. 

Boston has a rich history as one of the 
foundations of liberty, public 
conscience and self reliance. They 
must understand that 350,000 pilots 
are free to follow their conscience, 
and avoid Boston. Apparently it is 
either a hotbed of terrorists, or just 
plain out of touch with reality. 

"The authority of the civil defense has 
issued a warning to the civilian population 
not to pick up any of those pencils 
because they are booby traps"- Information 
Minister, Muhammed Saeed al-Sahaf 
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President’s Message 
From Ken Carpenter 
We had an excellent program from Frank 
Beeler March 28th.  He discussed the Rans 
S-7 he is now flying at the Skyranch.  
There have been no significant problems 
thus far at 22 hours.  He covered 
everything from the arrival of the box to 
first flight.   
Sorry if you missed seeing it.  We are now 
able to show digital pictures or 35mm 
slides on the big screen.  It is possible for 
us to show DVDs on the big screen (50-60 
inches wide).  Does that give you any 
ideas for a program?  Anyone have a good 
aviation related DVD?   
I have been disappointed by the lower 
turnout the past few years.  I hope as 
people see that we are having good 
programs, they will get more active.  We 
are trying to make the meetings more 
informative and social.  The business 
talk is a bare minimum:  five or ten 
minutes at the most.  We have two 
different kinds of cookies and coffee or 
cold drinks at the meetings.  What else 
would you like to have? 
   
The program for April 25th will be on 
Ultralights.  There has been interest and 
we have three at the Skyranch plus many 
more in the area.  The speaker is yet to be 
announced, but the program will be about 
what it takes to get going in 
ultralights.  We can also share 
knowledge about the Sport 
Pilot license.  We had 
originally considered a 
program about Sun’n Fun for 
the April meeting but the people I talked 
to did not see anything unusual and there 
was not enough to make a program.   
Ultralights have stabilized in the aviation 
world.  They have improved their safety 
record and the aircraft have better quality 
control.  If you ever worried about flying 
after losing your medical, come out for the 
meeting, 7 PM.  If you come earlier, and 

the weather is good, there might be some 
plane rides available. If we have time, 
Bill Lofgren has a 30 minute video of 
Oshkosh 2002 we will view. 
 
The May 30th program will be Ray 
Winsky and his Zenith 801. 
June 28th is a Saturday (just after the last 
Friday).  The long range plan is for a 
picnic at the Skyranch. More details later. 
 
The big event this year will be the Young 
Eagles Day May 3rd (rain date May10th) 
at DKX. Offer help to Don Miller before 
he asks.  Mark out that day and get there 

early.  If you are so inclined, a few 
prayers for good weather might be 
helpful. 
 
Another event of interest to Chapter 17 is 
the East Tennessee Pilots Club Spring 
Picnic on May 17th.    It starts about 11 
AM with eating at noon.  The afternoon 
will have spot landing contest and /or 

bomb drop competition.  There 
will be at least two classes of 
pilots, student and private.  
Interested pilots and families in 
the area are invited.  That 
includes you.  Just bring your 

special covered dish.  We will have 
burgers, hotdogs, fixings and soft drinks. 
It goes on all day.  If you arrive by plane, 
remember our pattern is all on the West 
side of the field whether landing North or 
South.  Our Unicom frequency in 122.9.   
 
Come to the meetings; we have cookies 
and refreshments every meeting. 
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Young Eagles! 
e have set May 3rd as the first 
Chapter sponsored kids fly free 
day.  

Please remember this on your 
calendar and plan to help in some fashion.  This 
is the 100th anniversary year and I expect to see 
the local media show up more than in previous 
years. 

This event will be our usual 
9AM to whenever with ground 
school and records 
management.  We have the 
offer of some support from 
Technical Aviation who is the 
maintenance group at DKX. 

Don Miller (865) 482-3167, 
msbari@bellsouth.net  

 
Instrument Buying 

By Gary Picou 
Another Sun n Fun has com and gone, and 
AirVenture lies ahead. These are places 
where dreams become flying machines, one 
rivet or pre-preg sheet at a time. 
These fly-ins are wonderful opportunities to 
see and touch all of the vital components for 
your airplane, from the quick build 
assemblies to the circuit breakers. 
The helpful vendors want you to take 
your airplane pieces home too. 
And therein lies a problem.  
When I was peddling avionics all over 
the west coast, I learned that kit builders 
complete their projects no sooner than six 
months late, usually more like 24.  
Sadly, many of these over eager builders 
also buy the cool stuff far too early. Aircraft 
instruments, especially gyros, do not like to 
sit around. They need to get exercise. They 
need to get their juices flowing so the 
bearings will be evenly lubricated, and not 
develop flat spots. 
Although we like to think of aircraft parts as 
robust, gyroscopic instruments are delicate 
and vulnerable when they are not spun up. 
In flight, spinning at 20,000 rpm, the gyro is 
very stable; vibrations don’t bother it. But on 
the bench or table, it is another story. If you 
set an artificial horizon or DG down hard 

enough to hear it bump, it is damaged. The 
bearings will get a tiny dent, called 
brunelling. This introduces friction, and 
accelerates wear. A 2,000 life 
becomes 50 hours.  
Still, year after year, I see over-
anxious builders buying gyros off 
tables at the shows. They spend 
good money for an instrument 
that has been trucked from 
somewhere, manhandled who 
knows how many times, and then 
taken home to sit on a shelf, perhaps for 
years.  
Do your gyros a favor. Wait until you really 
need them, and then buy from a reputable 
instrument shop. Leave them in the double-
foam box until ready for installation. Don’t 
bump them, leave them on a hard surface, 
or “gasp” wheel them around on a tool box.  
I also consider an overhauled instrument 
100% as good as a new one too, if not 
better.  
Gary was a flight control product specialist with King 
Radio, and studied pneumatic and gyroscopic 
instruments at Spartan School of Aeronautics. 

 
Plan now for some serious 

Male Bonding 

May 16-18, 2003, Griffin (Atlanta), GA 

EAA SportAir Workshops has teamed 
up with Lincoln Electric and the 
Alexander Technical Center to 
present TIG welding workshops..  
Students spend the majority of time in 
the welding booth learning and 

practicing the techniques needed to weld 
4130 steel plate and tubing as well as 
aluminum. 
TIG welding is fast becoming the welding 
method of choice for people building their 
own aircraft. (TIG stands for Tungsten Inert 
Gas and is also known as Gas Tungsten Arc 
Welding (GTAW)). The ease with which you 
can weld both 4130 chromoly tubing and 
aluminum and the high quality welds make 
TIG welding a perfect match for aircraft 
construction. 

Cost is $349/00 for EAA Members for this 2 
½ day class. 
. 

W 
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Twogreat local websites to mention: 
www.SkyranchAirport.org provides a 
great view of our beloved Skyranch. 

 
www.geocities.com/fatboyzaviation is a 
terrific gateway to local flying 
information that is created by the folks 
based at DKX. 
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